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represented 120 at-risk children. 
served 672 clients at our legal clinics.
accepted 465 protection order cases.
helped 105 vulnerable immigrants seeking relief.
represented 228 victims and their children in family law cases.
engaged over 459 volunteer lawyers who provided $13M in legal services.

Thank you for making 2021 a remarkable year for DC Volunteer Lawyers Project!
This year was marked by significant operational growth, which enabled us to
provide 2,137 domestic violence survivors, at-risk children, and vulnerable
immigrants with free legal services. This is the highest number of clients served in
DCVLP’s thirteen-year history.

Tragically, the need to grow our operations is reflective of the growing need in
our community. Since the start of the pandemic two years ago, the demand for
DCVLP’s services has not slowed down. The need remains alarming both in the
number of clients and the severity of their needs. Navigating the court system is
very difficult and having a lawyer has never been more important.

Through the support of many generous donors, we were positioned to increase
our staff in ways that allowed us to accept more cases, recruit more volunteers,
and assist more clients. Our dedicated staff has done an exceptional job at
expanding our reach while strengthening our programs and services. To give a
snapshot of the impact we made in 2021, DCVLP: 

Because of an extraordinary outpouring of support this past year, we exceeded
our budgeted revenue by $700,000. This surplus directly enabled the operational
growth we experienced in 2021. Our annual revenue is comprised of a variety of
sources, including the District’s Office of Victim Services & Justice Grants, the DC
Bar Foundation, the Mayor's Office, private foundations, 35+ law firms, and
individual contributions. 84% of our overall budget goes directly to program
services for our clients. Our ongoing goal is to keep our overhead low while
broadening our impact in the community, and your increased investment this past
year truly made this possible!

DCVLP is stronger than ever due to our continually expanding community who
comes together to give their time, talent, and treasure in support of survivors and
children in DC. I hope each volunteer, donor, sponsor, and individual
acknowledged in this report knows that we are humbled to have you as a partner
in our lifesaving work.

Thank you for wholeheartedly believing in DCVLP’s vision that a life free of
violence and abuse is a basic human right. 

We are looking forward to much more in 2022!

With gratitude,

Sara B. Tennen
Executive Director
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DEAR FRIENDS,



TO ADVOCATE

WHO WE ARE 
DC VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT, EST. 2008

We are passionate about improving the lives of domestic
violence survivors and at-risk children. Our small but experienced
staff recruit, train, and support hundreds of dedicated volunteer
attorneys each year to handle emergency protection order,
custody and child support cases on behalf of victims, and serve
as court-appointed advocates for vulnerable children living with
abuse, neglect and other dangerous circumstances. 

We operate free virtual and in-person walk-in clinics throughout
the District so domestic violence victims and caregivers of at-risk
children can access free legal services on a wide range of issues,
social service referrals, crisis support, and safety planning.

VISION

TO BROADEN OUR IMPACT
by engaging, training, and supporting a strong and diverse
network of volunteer lawyers and community volunteers.

victims with knowledge, resources, and on-going support; and 
TO EMPOWER

for domestic violence victims, at-risk children, and other vulnerable
individuals through comprehensive pro bono legal services;

WE BELIEVE THAT A LIFE FREE OF VIOLENCE
AND ABUSE IS A BASIC HUMAN RIGHT.

MISSION



We maintain meaningful partnerships with over 30 other 
local organizations to provide holistic services to our clients.

Domestic violence survivors
and their children frequently
face job loss, food
insecurity, housing instability,
and limited access to quality
healthcare. DCVLP’s
dedicated client advocates
directly connect our clients
to community partners for
crisis response and
intervention, safety planning,
physical health services,
substance abuse treatment,
housing assistance,
emotional wellness, and
other critical needs.

DCVLP is committed to providing trauma-informed legal services that address the
comprehensive needs of our clients. Our attorneys, volunteers, and advocates help clients
achieve long-term safety and stability by connecting survivors and at-risk children to our
community partners for assistance during and beyond the closing of their case.

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CURRENT STAFF

Karen Barker Marcou, President
DCVLP Co-Founder

Alexis Collins, Vice President
Amazon

Trish Kelly, Treasurer
Marcum LLP

Jamillia Ferris, Secretary 
Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrick & Rosati LLP

+ denotes Board members 
whose terms ended in 2021

*denotes Board members 
whose terms began in 2021

Amy Barker
Barker HR Consulting

Tracey Coates
Cipriani & Werner, P.C.

Matt Cohen
Meta

Barbara Garlock+
Friend of DCVLP

Dale Harburg 
Volunteer Attorney

Tom Hentoff
Williams & Connolly LLP.

Heather Lamberg
Winston & Strawn LLP

Princess McDuffie
DC CSOSA

Sarah Morgenthau+
International Trade Administration

Stephen Raptis
Reed Smith LLP

Pam Sauber
Volunteer Attorney

Rachel Louise Snyder
American University

Annette M. Stanley*
Gaillard Consulting

Sara Tennen, Ex-Officio
DCVLP Executive Director

Sara Tennen, Esq., MSW | Executive Director
Aída Vindell, Esq. | Co-Legal Director
Lauren Snow, Esq., MSW | Co-Legal Director
Rebecca Simpson, Esq. | Director of Grants 
and Foundational Giving
Brian Yourish | Director of Operations
Sara Jamison | Director of Volunteer 
Engagement & Strategic Partnerships 

PROGRAM ATTORNEYSMANAGEMENT

PROGRAM & SUPPORT STAFF
Mary Katherine Burke | DV Program & Vol. Manager
Gargie Nagarkar | Grants & Data Compliance Manager
Laura Taylor | Victim & Community Outreach Manager

Joy Castro-Wehr | Client Advocate
Annabelle Lopane | Client Advocate
Hayes Parker-Kepchar | Client Advocate
Arianna Rivera | Client Advocate

Daniela Huerta Garcia, Esq. | Managing Attorney

Jennie Berman, Esq. | Managing Attorney

Ashley Carter, Esq. | Supervising Attorney

Vanessa Hernandez, Esq. | Supervising Attorney

Elaine Holmes, Esq. | Supervising Attorney

Kirisha Marshall, Esq. | Supervising Attorney

Clara Mora, Esq. | Supervising Attorney

Dana K. Rubin, Esq. | Supervising Attorney

Norah Sloss, Esq. | Supervising Attorney

Robyn Swanson, Esq. | Supervising Attorney

Madison Glennie, Esq. | Equal Justice Works Fellow 

Sponsored By DLA Piper LLP (US) and Verizon Foundation

Stephanie Bergman, Esq. | Roxana Cannon Arsht Law Fellow

Amy Coles, Esq. | Roxana Cannon Arsht Law Fellow



Jenna Stern, Chair | King & Spadling LLP
Ian Acker, Vice Chair | WilmerHale

Theodore Alexander | McDermott Will & Emery 
Hal Brewster | Elias Law Group LLP
Emily Campo | DLA Piper LLP
Lina Dagnew | Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 
Moriah Daugherty | Covington & Burling LLP
Jennifer Davison | Feldesman Tucker Leifer Fidell LLP
Blair Decker | Hogan Lovells LLP
Genieva DePass |  Ropes & Gray LLP
Allison Everhardt | Nardello & Co. LLC
Alyssa Fiedler | Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pitman LLP
Monica Hernandez | Amazon
Julian Jiggetts | Wilkinson Stekloff LLP

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Adrienne Arsht
Adrienne Arsht Performing Arts Center

James R. Barker
The Interlake Steamship Company
 
Margaret Martin Barry
American University 
Washington College of Law

Dr. Cindy Chance
Georgetown University

Jonathan M. Dana
Feldesman Tucker Leifer Fidell LLP

Melika Johnson
Friend of DCVLP

Laurie S. Kohn
George Washington University
Law School

Meg McKinney
McKinney Figini, LLC

Pastor Ylawnda Peebles
City of Praise Family Ministries

Denielle Pemberton-Heard
Diversified Search Group

Sharis Pozen
Clifford Chance LLP

Shirley Sagawa
Sagawa/Jospin Consulting

Soraya Chemaly
Author & Activist

Harvey Schweitzer
Schweitzer & Scherr, LLC

Cara Seitchek
Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars

Rima Sirota
Georgetown University Law
School

Marla Spindel
DC KinCare Alliance

Beverli Wynn-Euell
Friend of DCVLP

JUNIOR BOARD
Alex Krisch | Clark Construction Group
Madelyn Mae La France | Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Lani Lear | Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Lauren Stanley McGuire | Latham & Watkins LLP
Isa Herrera Moya | Clifford Chance LLP
Sabah Petrov | Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Deepika Ravi | Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP
Tiana L. Russell | Crowell & Moring LLP
Natasha Sim | National Community Reinvestment Coalition
Rebecca Simon | Nixon Peabody LLP
Shawn Skolky | Cooley LLP
Caroline Stanton | U.S. Department of Justice
Nicole Tatz | Clearly Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Kristin Whidby | Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP 



Government
27.6%

Foundations
24.5%

PPP*
17.3%

Individuals
16.3%

Corporate Partners & Law Firms
14.3%

Programs & Services
83.2%

Administrative
8.9%

Fundraising
7.9%

escaping violence & establishing safe and stable homes

Domestic Violence Victims
& At-Risk Children2,137

$2.5M
REVENUE

recruiting, training, and mentoring volunteer lawyers
Staff27

providing $13M+ in pro bono legal services annually
Active Volunteers459

$1.8M
EXPENSES
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*On May 15, 2020, DCVLP received loan proceeds in the amount of $232,500 under the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP). The promissory note calls for monthly principal and
interest payments amortized over the term of the promissory note with a deferral of payments for the first six months. Under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act
(CARES Act), the promissory note may be forgiven by the Small Business Administration in whole or in part. During the year ended December 31, 2021, DCVLP expended and traced
the PPP funds for purposes outlined in the CARES Act guidance and applied for full forgiveness. On January 11,2021, DCVLP received forgiveness in the amount of $232,500.On
February 24, 2021, DCVLP entered into a five-year promissory note agreement in the amount of $227,912 with a 1% fixed interest rate under the Paycheck Protection Program. The
promissory note calls for monthly principal and interest payments amortized over the term of the promissory note, unless otherwise forgiven. Under the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2021, the promissory note may be forgiven by the Small Business Administration in whole or in part. During the year ended December 31, 2021, DCVLP expended and traced
the PPP funds for purposes outlined in the CARES Act guidance and applied for full forgiveness. On October 7, 2021, DCVLP received forgiveness in the amount of $227,912. 



EVERY $1 
DONATED

BECOMES $6 OF 
FREE LEGAL SERVICES 

Our 2021 revenue came from a
variety of sources, including
government grants, private
foundations, law firms, corporate
partners, and individual donors.
This funding is critical to our
operations and makes it possible
for DCVLP to hire and retain highly
qualified attorneys and program
staff. 

In addition to our attorneys,
DCVLP is fortunate to have four
full-time client advocates on staff
who assist survivors and their
families with their non-legal needs.
In 2021, increased support from
our funders allowed us to add
more attorneys and advocates to
our staff, bolstering our capacity
to assist more clients. 
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SINCE 2008, DCVLP HAS LEVERAGED OUR UNIQUE
MODEL OF PAIRING VOLUNTEERS WITH SUPERVISING
ATTORNEYS TO MAXIMIZE THE IMPACT OF EVERY
DOLLAR INVESTED IN OUR ORGANIZATION. 

35,000
HOURS
IN FREE LEGAL SERVICES

IN 2020, VOLUNTEERS DONATED 27,370 

IN 2021, 450

DONATED

WORTH $13 MILLION 

HOURS WORTH $10.2 MILLION;

VOLUNTEERS

Through our supervisory model, we
ensure that volunteers have all the tools
and resources to successfully represent
our clients. Supervisors train volunteers,
review volunteers’ work, accompany
volunteers to court, and provide expert
legal guidance throughout the life of a
case. 

Most importantly, our supervisory model
ensures that our clients receive the best
legal services possible. In the 2021 fiscal
year, our supervisory model made it
possible to translate $1.8 million into
35,000 pro bono hours, worth $13
million in free legal services.

We are incredibly grateful for the generosity
of every funder who made it possible to help
victims and children escape violence in 2021.

http://www.dcvlp.org/benefit20


EMILY'S STORY

Emily was continuously abused by her
husband for years. She had filed for multiple
Civil Protection Orders, but had to vacate them
for various reasons, including for the financial
support she had through her husband. After
separating from him in 2020, Emily came to
DCVLP for assistance. We immediately assigned
volunteers to help her file for divorce and
custody of their children. At the initial hearing,
DCVLP volunteer attorneys successfully argued
for a Temporary Custody Order for Emily, giving
her a sense of safety to have her two children
with her. Due to the pandemic, the scheduled
case in May 2021 was rescheduled. While waiting
for the new date, Emily’s husband threatened to
kill her and attempted to kidnap the children.
DCLVP Volunteer Attorneys immediately helped
Emily file and obtain a Civil Protection Order and
provided her with criminal advocacy in a criminal
case against her husband for the threats he made
against her. Emily is safer due to the
advocacy and efforts of DCVLP Volunteer
Attorneys who helped her gain custody of
her children and a Civil Protection Order
against her husband.

The team for our Domestic Violence
Program, who is trained and
experienced in serving victims in a trauma-
informed manner, offers representation in
protection order cases, family law matters,
and immigration cases.

We provide advocacy on victims’ legal
rights in criminal proceedings against
abusers, housing, employment, public
benefits and other matters related to
finances. 

Our Advocates offer wrap-around
services including trauma-informed crisis
intervention, safety planning, and support
services to ensure clients have the tools
necessary to successfully escape violence
and achieve safety, stability, and self-
sufficiency.

DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
PROGRAM

2021 IMPACT

465
PROTECTION ORDER

CASES ACCEPTED

228
VICTIMS & THEIR

CHILDREN 
HELPED IN FAMILY 

LAW CASES



NOAH'S STORY

Noah was raised by his grandfather as his
mother struggled with addiction and his
father was incarcerated. When Noah was 10
years old his father was released from prison. His
father obtained a stable job and home and
wanted full custody of his son. Noah’s
grandfather and father had significant animosity
toward one another, each claiming the other was
abusive and neglectful. DCVLP Child
Advocacy Attorneys were appointed to
Noah’s case to investigate these claims
and identify the safest, most supportive
place for Noah to live. After months of
investigation, the Attorneys recognized it was in
Noah's best interest to have them both in his life.
They worked to build trust between the
grandfather and father.

DCVLP Attorneys negotiated a custody
agreement giving Noah’s father primary physical
and legal custody with regular visitation to the
grandfather, ensuring that Noah continues to have
a strong relationship with his grandfather and
extended family. Noah is safe and stable,
surrounded by a supportive family who
has his best interests in mind. 

We have served as court-appointed
Guardians ad litem for vulnerable
children living in dangerous homes
since 2008. The children we serve range in
age from newborn to 17 years old. Most
reside in Wards 5, 7 and 8 in the District and
have experienced significant trauma
resulting from growing up in homes with
violence and neglect. 

Our lawyers conduct a thorough
investigation of the child’s home life,
including interviewing the child, parents,
other family members, teachers, counselors,
medical providers, and others involved in
the child’s life. After a long investigation, the
GALs make recommendations to the court
regarding custody and visitation that is in the
best interests of the child, ensuring a safe
and secure home for each child.

CHILD
ADVOCACY
PROGRAM

2021 IMPACT

120
AT-RISK CHILDREN

REPRESENTED

IN OVER



OF OUR CASES
95%

JUDGES ADOPT OUR
ATTORNEYS' CUSTODY
RECOMMENDATIONS. 



ABEO'S STORY

Abeo was sexually assaulted and
repeatedly attacked because of his
sexual orientation. Living in Nigeria, a
country with anti-LGBTQ laws, he fled to the
United States seeking Asylum. He applied alone
in 2018, but the slow process of gaining asylum
was only increasing his emotional and
psychological trauma.

Receiving the referral from our community
partner Center Global, a program of the DC
Center for LGBT Community, we accepted
Abeo’s case. DCVLP RELIEF Attorneys
requested an expedited interview due to unique
humanitarian need based on extenuating
circumstances relating to his emotional health
and financial stability. 

As a result, Abeo’s interview was expedited and
Abeo was successfully awarded Asylum,
a critical factor in enabling him to obtain
a job and begin healing from the trauma
he experienced. 

DCVLP’s Immigration Program,
RELIEF, is now in its third year.
Through RELIEF, we provide holistic and
trauma-informed comprehensive
immigration legal services to low-income
immigrant victims of domestic violence or
other gender-based violence and
immigrant children.

Our attorneys assist with asylum claims,
Violence Against Women Act self-
petitions, U-visas for victims of criminal
activity, T-visas for victims of human
trafficking, Special Immigrant Juvenile
Status, Temporary Protected Status,
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals,
work authorizations, and other immigration
relief.

Our RELIEF Client Advocate helps clients
navigate the social service ecosystem of
the DC, connecting them to housing, food,
counseling, healthcare, and other critical
resources. 

IMMIGRATION
PROGRAM

2021 IMPACT

105
IMMIGRANT CLIENTS 

RECEIVED LEGAL
SERVICES

"MY DCVLP ATTORNEY
KNEW WHEN TO

ADVOCATE FOR ME
WHEN I DIDN’T FEEL

STRONG ENOUGH TO."

 - DCVLP CLIENT - 



VIRTUAL LEGAL CLINICS
Even as we were able to return to our in-person clinical operations, we made the strategic
decision to keep our virtual clinics open as they remove barriers and provide increased 
access points for survivors to receive critically needed legal advice.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROTECTION ORDER CLINIC
Virtual by Phone
Every Monday & Wednesday 1pm-5pm

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & FAMILY LAW CLINIC
Virtual by Phone
Every Tuesday 9am-3pm

COMMUNITY BASED WALK-IN CLINICS
DCVLP offers free, walk-in clinics throughout the District to make it easy for domestic violence
victims and caregivers of at-risk children to speak with a caring and experienced lawyer. 

MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIP
Immigration & Family Legal Assistance
Children’s National at Columbia Heights | 3336 14th St NW
Every Friday 9:30am-4:30pm

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & FAMILY LEGAL ASSISTANCE
The Commons at Stanton Square | 2375 Elvans Rd SE, DC
Every Friday 10am-1pm
Healthcare & Housing services available from Community of Hope
Education, Food, & Family services available from Martha’s Table

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, FAMILY & IMMIGRATION LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Westminster Presbyterian Church | 400 I St SW, DC
Every Wednesday 1-4PM
Counseling available from My Sister’s Place

MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIP
Immigration & Family Legal Assistance
AIDS Healthcare Foundation | 650 Pennsylvania Avenue SE
Every Monday 9:30am-4:30pm

DCVLP operates legal clinics four days of
the week where victims, caregivers of at-risk
children, and other disadvantaged residents
can learn about their rights regarding
protection orders, family law, immigration,
criminal proceedings against their abusers,
housing, employment, and public benefits. 

ACCESS 
TO JUSTICE
THROUGH 

LEGAL
CLINICS

Having the advice of a lawyer
helps domestic violence survivors
know their rights and empowers
them to move toward long-term
safety and stability.



HIGH HONORS
100+ HOURS

Aida Abedini
Khaled Al Tarazi
Jasmine Amensua
Kim Andrews
Nico Banks
Christina Bassick
Sophie Baum
Marina Beckhard
Jeff Black
Kathleen Blanchard
Lauren Bocanegra
Karen Bosshart
Nanci Bramson
Hal Brewster
Tyler Bridegan
Christina Brito
Elizabeth Brown
Michaela Burroughs
Emily Campo
Danielle Carter
Derek Centola
Joe Charlet
David Chen
Yannie Chen
Tracey Coates
Will Cobb
Ali D'Amelio
Hayley Dardick
Ciara Davis
Blair Decker
Patrick Decker
Stevie DeGroff
Jackie Delligatti
Kerrie Dent
Linda Dreeben
Erin Drenning
Mary Dunbar
Cayla Ebert
Sarah Elouaradia
Sabrina Escalera    
     Flexhaug
Dana Foster
Erin Frake
Floyd Frank
Judy Gallagher
Rupinder Garcha
Jane Garrido
Brian Gleicher
Donnequa Grantham
Laura Griffen
Nellie Guzman
Lara Hakki
Monica Hernandez

Isa Herrera Moya
Andrea Hess
Jennifer Hill
Susan Hoffman
Ollachi Holman
Aaron Hsieh
Marylenny Iglesias
Adriane Jemmott
Chafica Khodr Agha
Michael Kosuge
Alex Krisch
Stacy Lacroix
Soren Lagaard
Erik Lampmann
Lori Licata
Elizabeth Lietz
Paige Machover
George Marcou
Peter Masciola
Alicia Matarese
Bob Mathis
John McCarthy
Jimmy McEntee
Megan McFeeley
Brendan McNamara
Sandra Milena 
     McCarthy
Tamara Miller
Drew Mitnick
David Murphy
Toccara Nelson
Oluwayemisi Olusada
John O'Sullivan
Lissa Percopo
Diogo Pereira
Colleen Petroni
Paul Prettitore
Rosalia Quam-Wickham
Jennie Rabinowitz
Cassie Rasmussen
Ben Reese
Alexandria Reid
Linda Rhodes
Alexandra Rice
Colleen Robertson
Santiago Roca Arribas
Anna Rodriguez
Rebecca Rubin
Sarah Ruckriegle
Thomas Sandstrom
Pamela Sauber
Jill Sayenga
Markley Schlegel
Stefan Schropp
Robin Seegers
Chris Serrano

HONORS
50+ HOURS
Anna Aguillard
Jenny Ange
Heather Artinian
Diana Bedoya
Annelise Bennett
Jessica Black Livingston
Anne Bonfiglio
Kristen Bonner
Catherine Bratic
Arda Cankat
Jane Chen
Chi Chukwuogo
Matt Cohen
Schantell Comegys
Sophie Cooper
Gloria Danziger
Katie Daw
Ankur Desai
Uchechi Durunna
Ceyla Esendemir
Catherine Essig
Sara Falk
Ben Firschein
Rachel Fleeson
Olga Fleysh

Sergio Fontanez
Linda Gitonga
Michelle Grando
Dale Harburg
Zain Jinnah
Jerrod Jones
Jane Kalinina
Hali Kerr
Harrison Kilgore
Barbra Kim
Eva Kurban
Natalie Laroche
Paul Lee
Mark Levy
Annie Madding
Rumbidzai Maweni
Barbara Medrado
Natasha Mishra
Lauren Misztal
Adam Motiwala
Daniel Osher
Nicholas Papoutsis
Lydia Parker
Judy Patterson
Monica Pyles
Ismari Ramos-Medina
Zofia Rawner
Paul Remy
Amy Rios
Denise Rosado
Adilene Rosales
Nancy Rubenstein
Sydney Rupe
Matt Ryan
Kaveri Sharma
Sheri Shilling
Katherine Shin
Christina Silberman
Zachary Simmons
Rebecca Simon
Bradford Singh
Norah Sloss
Michaela Spero
Trent Sterneck
Tziporah Tapp
Juhi Tariq
Maureen Taylor
Taylor Tremont
Francesca Ugolini
Christine Vlasic
Taylar Walz
Eric Wang
Nicole Waxman
Kit Wheatley
Ashley Williams
Eunsung Yoo

Rita Sono
Lisa Soronen
Nancy Stade
Kathryn Steinberg
Beth Stekler
Rachel Sussman
JeanAnn Tabbaa
Audrey Tchamda
Carina Tenaglia
Jennifer Toth
Ryan Traeger
Sarah Tunney
Emani Walks
Victoria Wallace
Liz Wangu
Tiffany Watson
Dan Watson
Cassidy Webb
Matthew Wexler
Kristin Whidby
Molly Wooldridge
Mary Yang
Katherine Zhao
Jack Zietman
Karen Zizmor
Tracy Zorpette

Over the last two years, as the need for DCVLP’s services has skyrocketed, our volunteer attorneys
have been more critical than ever. In 2021, our volunteers donated an incredible 35,000 pro bono
hours, worth $13 million in free legal services. We are deeply grateful for our volunteers who
provide their time and legal expertise to affirm DCVLP's belief that a life free from violence and abuse
is a basic human right. We have done our very best to ensure the accuracy of this listing. Please bring
any errors or omissions to our attention by contacting Sara Jamison at sjamison@dcvlp.org.
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21 VOLUNTEERS ARE THE CORNERSTONE

OF THE WORK WE DO AT DCVLP. 

mailto:sjamison@dcvlp.org


CHANGE A LIFE.
BECOME A VOLUNTEER!
www.dcvlp.org/register

FAMILY LAW VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Karen Bosshart

CIVIL PROTECTION ORDERS VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Jimmy McEntee

CHILD ADVOCACY VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Mary Dunbar

IMMIGRATION VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR
Tracy Zorpette & Zachary Simmons

"Anyone who is an attorney, knows an attorney, or has worked with an
attorney can tell you that practicing law is tough profession. With that said, 
I am continually inspired by the dedication of our volunteer
attorneys who take time out of their already busy schedules to give back to
the community and represent survivors of domestic violence. 
Khaled Al Tarazi, is one of those attorneys who constantly amazes me.
Khaled’s commitment to DCVLP and our clients is truly something that
reminds me why I love working here. 
Khaled has volunteered to represent clients in numerous cases and has
volunteered to provide brief legal advice in all of our legal clinics. Khaled’s
experience working with survivors in all aspects of their cases is a huge asset
to the community we serve. Knowing that Khaled is the assigned volunteer
attorney on a case brings me so much joy, because I know he will use a
trauma-informed approach when representing a survivor."

KHALED AL TARAZI
2021 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
VO
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AÍDA VINDELL, DCVLP CO-LEGAL DIRECTOR 



$100,000+
DC Bar Foundation
DC Office of Victim Services

$50,000 - $99,999
Adrienne Arsht
DC Mayor's Office: Immigrant 
     Justice Legal Services (IJLS)
Fund for Children, Youth & 
     Families

$20,000 - $49,999
Anonymous (1)
AIDS Healthcare Foundation
Charina Endowment Fund
Clark-Winchcole Foundation
Equal Justice Works
      Foundation
Greater Washington 
     Community Foundation
John Edward Fowler Memorial 
     Foundation
Network for Victim Recovery
     of DC
O'Neill Foundation
Philip L. Graham Fund

$10,000 - $19,999
3M
Cafritz Foundation
Illinois Tool Works Inc.
Morrison & Foerster
     Foundation
Morton and Beverley Rechler 
     Family Foundation
Jennie Rabinowitz
Stichman Family Foundation
Katharine Weymouth
Women's Bar Association 
     Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Alvin & Louise Myerberg
     Family Foundation
Corina Higginson Trust
Faegre Drinker Biddle &
     Reath LLP
Kathryn Hanley
Heather Lamberg 
     & Jeremy Calsyn
Pillsbury Winthrop
     Shaw Pittman LLP
Venable LLP

$2,500 - $4,999
Melanie Aitken
Arnold Ventures
Alexis Collins 
     & Stephen Kotev
Deborah W. Collins
Elissa & Tom Davidson
Ellen Dwyer
Cayla Ebert
Feldesman Tucker Leifer 
     Fidell LLP
Fleishhacker Foundation
Camilo Garcia 
     & Cindy Chance

Barbara & David Garlock
Latham & Watkins LLP
McDermott, Will & Emery 
     LLP
McKinney Figini LLC
Nelson Mullins Riley & 
     Scarborough LLP
Hilary Rosen
Caroline Stanton
Beth Stewart
Jen & Zachary Stillerman
Cliff & Debbie White
Winston & Strawn LLP
Tracy Zorpette & 
     Scott Lassman

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous (1) 
Benevity
Stephanie Bergman
Hal Brewster 
     & Geoff Wetrosky
Jen Cassell
Marie & Tom Cohen
Neil & Marcy Cohen
Linda Dreeben
Caleb Dulis
Jamillia Ferris 
     & Joshua Harrison
Veronica Gomez-Lobo 
     & Tom Fishbein
Google
Industry Dive
Stewart & Victoria Jeffries
The Honorable Stephen
     Milliken & Rebecca
     Milliken
Cherie Morris
Andrea & John Murino
Kristina Papeckyte
Lissa Percopo
Sharis & Thorn Pozen
Linda Rhodes
Hank Schlosberg
Rebecca Simpson 
     & Joseph Testa
Simpson Thacher 
     & Bartlett LLP
Victoria Smith
Annette Stanley
Sara Bresnick Tennen 
     & Adam Tennen
Jennifer Toth
Beth Wilkinson
     & David Gregory
Workday

$500 - $999
Ted Alexander
Amy Barker & Mike Moiseyev
Emily Campo & Miles Farren
Matt Cohen & Katie Kedian
Amy Coles
Ingrid Creppell 
     & Robert Mudge
Lina Dagnew

Mary Dickie & Leslie Dach
Elasticsearch
A.J. & Jennifer Fechter
Jane Garrido
Dale & Stephen Harburg
Frances Harburg
Renata Hesse & Joshua Soven
Jane & Paul Khoury
Rakesh Kilaru
Lenzner Family Foundation
Stephanie Loughlin 
     & Robert Kaye
Desiree & John Magney
Stephen Morrison
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton 
     & Garrison LLP
Ramona Quillet
Stephen Raptis
Jeremy Robison
Carla Rountree
Rebecca Springer
Brian Stekloff
Randi Tatz
Steuart Thomsen
Joann Weiner

$250 - $499
Anonymous (3)
Suzanne & Eric Adler
Olivia & Bill Baker
Neeta Bidawi
Kathleen Blanchard
Ellen Blankenstein Spiegel
Nanci & Jim Bramson
Elizabeth & Chet Burrell
Michael & Anne Cohen
Erin Creegan
Lisanne Crowley 
     & Dwight Dickinson
Gloria Danziger
Mary Dunbar
John Hanson & Amy Nicholas
Elizabeth Hyman
Sara Jamison & Steven Katz
Erik Lampmann
Barbara Maguire Sloss
Natasha & Michael Mayfield
Jimmy McEntee
Elise McHugh-Joyce
Tamara Miller 
     & Peter Masciola
MJ Parrino
Ralia Polechronis
Ismari Ramos-Medina
Kymian Ray
Amy Saltzman
Sheri Shilling
Shawn Skolky
The Sportman Family 
     Gift Fund
William Stanton
Bettina & Chris Stern
Edward & Elaine Tennen
Matthew Urban
T. Clark Weymouth
Bo Mi Yoon

Up to $249
Anonymous (10)
Neil Alacha
Amazon Smile
Margaret & Pat Barry
Missy Belman 
     & Steven Abeles
Jennie Berman
Mollie Bloudoff-Indelicato
Christina Bond
Kathryn Booth
Catherine Bratic
Mary & Michael Bresnick
Mary Brittingham
Candace Brown
Timothy Buzzelli
Nicole Callan
Nicole Carlotto
George Clark
Donn Cohen
Stephanie Cohen
Cali Cope-Kasten
Vanessa Crow
Mark de Barros
Blair & Patrick Decker
Michelle Engelmann
Johanna Esposito
Fariborz & Nancy Fatemi
Suzanne Feuerstein
Karen Floyd
Brenda Friend Knippenberg
Madison Glennie
Akhil Gola
Jillian Golden
Susan Golden
Nancy Golding 
     & Robert Hartheimer
Roxana Guidero
Alpana Gupta
Reem Hafez
Ridge Hall 
     & Anne Harken Hall
Marea Hatziolos Grant
Isa Herrera Moya
Mary Hohlt
Allan Hung
Tisha & Michael Hyter
Professor Vicki Jackson
Susan Jamison
Julian Jiggetts
Linda Kauskay
Richard Kelley
Meaghan Kelly
Trish Kelly 
     & John Kellenberg
Laurie Kohn 
     & Chris Murphy
Owen Kopon
Caroline Li
Maura Logan
Madelyn London
Regina Lopez 
     & Dave Cochran
Lalitha Madduri
Rosebeth Marcou
Nora McCormick

Princess & Councilmember 
     Kenyan McDuffie
Lauren McGuire
Anne Metz
Daniel Mingrone
Justin Mungai
Maitreyi Nagarkar
Blake Neal
Sarah Neuman
Carol Newman
Doriane Nguenang
Patrick O'Keeffe
Shannon O'Neil
Molly Pallman
Matt Pangaro
Moira Penza
Sabah Petrov
Eliana Pfeffer
Sharon Pohoryles
Nicole Pope
Daniel Press
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Allison Pugsley
Stephanie Quick
Kelly Quinn
Arianna Rivera
Sarah Rivin
Duncan Roberts
Siarra Rogers
Sydney Rupe
Tiana Russell
The Honorable 
     Robert Salerno
John Satti
Natasha Sawney
Jarred Schantz
Marta Schantz
Eric Schwerin
Chanakya Sethi
Chelsea Shaffer
Natasha Sim
Simone Sipra
Delece Smith-Barrow
Lauren Snow
Lisa Soronen
Chareen Stark
Rachel Strong
Christina Tammaro
Nicole Tatz
Zachary Tatz
Faye Turley
Francesca Ugolini
Jacquelyn Vecker
Barry Vecker
Sheila Vecker
Carlyn Vieira
Robert Warner
Jamie Warner
Max Warren
David Wells
Hayter Whitman
Sigrid Wilson
Michael Winfrey
Renee Wolforth
Brian Yourish
Jane Yourish
Alison Zoschak
Kimberly Zisman

Thank you to the many supporters who invested in DCVLP in 2021. Unrestricted gifts provide the highest
level of financial flexibility for the organization, enabling us to make strategic decisions that support every aspect of

our programs and services. With the leadership of our Board of Directors, DCVLP makes it a priority to diversity
revenue streams while maintaining a lean and balanced budget. We are proud to share that every dollar

donated to DCVLP becomes 6 dollars in free pro bono legal services. We hope that each supporter listed
in this report senses the immeasurable impact of your support. Please bring any errors or omissions to our attention by

contacting Sara Jamison at sjamison@dcvlp.org. Please note, this list does not reflect 2021 Benefit sponsorships.

SUPPORTERS2021
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VOICES SOCIET
Y

D C  V O L U N T E E R
L A W Y E R S  P R O J E C T

Established in 2020 to recognize the generosity of donors making annual leadership
gifts of $1,000 or more and Benefit sponsors at the $2,500 level and above, the
Amplifying Voices Society serves as a cornerstone of financial support for DCVLP. This
unrestricted funding provides the highest level of financial flexibility for DCVLP,
enabling us to deliver pro bono legal services to more than 2,100 underserved clients
annually who are survivors of domestic violence, at-risk children, immigrants, and
members of other vulnerable populations in DC.

In addition to being recognized personally, Amplifying Voices Society members are
invited to special AVS events, receive a website icon for their online bio, receive a
certificate of membership suitable for framing, and receive special acknowledgment in
various DCVLP publications throughout the year.

AMPLIFYING
VOICES SOCIETY

MEMBERS

Anonymous (3)
Jessica Abrahams
Melanie Aitken
Adrienne Arsht

James and Kaye Barker
Amy Barker and Mike Moiseyev

Stephanie Bergman
Lindsey Bohl

Katherine and David Bradley
Hal Brewster and Geoff Wetrosky

Beth Brinkmann
Lynda Carter
Jen Cassell

Marie and Tom Cohen
Neil and Marcy Cohen

Alexis Collins and Stephen Kotev
Deborah W. Collins

Elissa and Tom Davidson
Linda Dreeben

Caleb Dulis
Ellen Dwyer
Cayla Ebert

Jamillia Ferris and Joshua Harrison
Camilo Garcia and Cindy Chance

Barbara and David Garlock
Veronica Gomez-Lobo and Tom Fishbein

Kathryn Hanley
Dale and Stephen Harburg

Tom Hentoff and Sally Sloan
Bill Isaacson and Sophia McCrocklin

Stewart and Victoria Jeffries
Alex and Joe Krisch

Heather Lamberg and Jeremy Calsyn
Rebecca Magnuson

Karen Barker Marcou and George Marcou
Kate and Joe Margolis




Cheryl Masri
Sandi and Tom McCoy

Sabina Menschel
Charis Menschel Drant

The Honorable Stephen Milliken and Rebecca Milliken
Sarah Morgenthau and Carlton Wessel

Cherie Morris
Andrea and John Murino

Kristina Papeckyte
Lissa Percopo

Sharis and Thorn Pozen
Maggie Prieto and Mark Michael

Jennie Rabinowitz
Linda Rhodes

Chris and Pat Riley
Hilary Rosen

Tara Sakraida Parker and Rich Parker
Pam and Dick Sauber

Kaiti Saunders and Rob Colenso
Hank Schlosberg

Rebecca Simpson and Joseph Testa
Hannah Sloss
Victoria Smith

Annette Stanley
Caroline Stanton

Beth Stewart
Bennett Stichman

Jen and Zachary Stillerman
Grant Tanenbaum

Sara Bresnick Tennen and Adam Tennen
Jennifer Toth

Katharine Weymouth
Cliff and Debbie White

Beth Wilkinson and David Gregory
Mary and Jeff Zients

Tracy Zorpette and Scott Lassman

Visit www.dcvlp.org/amplifyingvoices to become a member of the Amplifying Voices Society today. 

2021



CO CHAIRS

HOST COMMITTEE

HONORARY COMMITTEE

BENEFIT 2021
Every day, victims reach out to us for help
escaping violence. During the pandemic, the
need for our services nearly quadrupled. Our
ability to respond to this increased need has
been made possible through the generosity of
our many supporters.

In the 2021 year, more than 200 sponsors and
donors came together for DCVLP's virtual
Benefit, raising over $585K for at-risk children
and survivors of domestic violence in DC.

This incredible generosity makes a difference
in the lives of our clients every day, and we
are deeply grateful for the support of
our community!

JESSICA CARTER ALTMAN
ADYA BAKER

KAITI SAUNDERS 

Melanie Aitken
Clare Bonsignore
Carol Boochever
Hal Brewster
Christina Brito
Alex Krisch
Tracey Coates
Matt Cohen
Alexis Collins
Lina Dagnew
Jamillia Ferris
Susan Fox
Barbara Garlock
Dale Harburg
Joelle Justus
Heather Lamberg
Karen Barker Marcou

Cheryl Masri
Louise Micallef
Sarah Morgenthau
Tara Sakraida Parker 
       & Rich Parker
Lissa Percopo
Sharis Pozen
Maggie Prieto
Pam Sauber
Christina Silberman
Caroline Stanton
Jenna Stern Ross
Jen Stillerman
Christina Tammaro
Grant Tanenbaum
Alison Vest
Sissy Yates

Democratic Leader Charles E. Schumer



Senator Tom Carper
Senator Chris Coons

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
Senator Lisa Murkowski



Representative Debbie Dingell

Representative Adam Schiff



Councilmember Charles Allen 
Councilmember Mary Cheh

Councilmember Brianne Nadeau

CHAMPION OF JUSTICE AWARD 
Congresswoman Katie Porter



VOICE OF JUSTICE AWARD

Brenda Russell 
Songwriter & Lyricist for The Color Purple



PRO BONO PARTNER OF THE YEAR

Steptoe & Johnson LLP 

2021 HONOREES

AT DCVLP, WE BELIEVE A LIFE
FREE OF VIOLENCE AND ABUSE
IS A BASIC HUMAN RIGHT.



$25,000: CHAMPION

$15,000: DEFENDER

$10,000: PROTECTOR

$7,500: VOICE

Annette M. And Theodore N. Lerner Family Foundation
Barker HR Consulting | Covington & Burling LLP

Clifford Chance LLP | Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Rebecca Magnuson, She Sings, A Limited Series

The Steptoe Foundation | Verizon | Winston & Strawn
James & Kaye Barker | Bill Isaacson & Sophia McCrocklin

 Karen & George Marcou | Kate & Joe Margolis | Mary & Jeff Zients 

Hogan Lovells US LLP | Pfizer | Knock Out Abuse
Anonymous | Katherine & David Bradley

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 
King & Spalding LLP | Williams & Connolly LLP

Ropes & Gray LLP

$2,500: ADVOCATE

$1,000: SUPPORTER

$5,000: GUARDIAN
Cherie D. Morris: Dear Divorce Coach | Crowell & Morning LLP | DLA Piper

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP | Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP | Haynes and Boone, LLP
Mayer Brown LLP | Morgan Lewis LLP | Nardello & Co. | Perkins Coie LLP 

Raytheon Technologies | Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation | ZwillGen PLLC



Beth Brinkmann | Barbara & David Garlock | Dale & Stephen Harburg

Tom Hentoff & Sally Sloan | Heather Lamberg | Sarah Morgenthau & Carl Wessel
Sharis & Thorn Pozen | Pam & Dick Sauber 

Kaiti Saunders & Rob Colenso | Katharine Weymouth

AdvantEdge Workspaces | Buckley LLP | Capital One | Cozen O'Connor P.C.
Dentons US LLP | Ijaz & Associates | KaiserDillon PLLC | K&L Gates LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP | Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP| McKinney Figini LLC
Nixon Peabody LLP | O'Melveny & Myers LLP | ProCleared LLC

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP | White & Case LLP



Jessica C. Abrahams | Melanie L. Aitken | Hal Brewster & Geoff Wetrosky 
Alexandra Busch & Joe Krisch | Tara Sakraida Parker & Rich Parker

Maggie Prieto & Mark Michael | Caroline Stanton | Jennifer & Zachary Stillerman

Anonymous | Carol & John Boochever | Christina Brito | Chet & Elizabeth Burrell
Matt Cohen & Katie Kedian | Alexis Collins & Stephen Kotev

Tom Fishbein & Veronica Gomez-Lobo | Ivy & Horace Howells | Helen Gordon 
Frank Marshall & Florence Auld | Linda Potter & Tim Shriver | Linda Rhodes

Natasha Sim | Ellen B. Spiegel | Susan & Stephen Symons 
Tracy Zorpette & Scott Lassman

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS



5335 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 440
Washington DC 20015

www.dcvlp.org | (202) 885-5542







@DCVLP



DC VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT
PRO BONO LEGAL SERVICES FOR

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIMS
AND AT-RISK CHILDREN

http://www.dcvlp.org/

